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Definition of special educational needs
In this plan, ‘special educational needs’ refers to a learning difficulty or disability that requires
special educational provision.

The SEND Code of Practice 0 to 25 Years (DfE, Jan 2015) says children have a learning difficulty
or disability if they:
e have significantly greater difficulty in learning than most children of the same age; or
e have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of facilities of a kind
generally provided for children of the same age in mainstream schools or post-16
institutions; and
e are under compulsory school age and are likely to fall within either of the definitions
above when they reach compulsory school age or would do so if special educational
provision was not made for them.

Children must not be regarded as having a learning difficulty solely because the language or
form of language of their home is different from the language in which they will be taught.

Definition of disability

Disability is a term defined under the Equality Act 2010 as a physical or mental impairment
which has an substantial adverse long-term effect on the individual’s ability to carry out normal
day to day activities.

Definition of special educational provision

For children aged two years or older, this is educational provision additional to, or otherwise
different from, the educational provision normally available to pupils of the same age in
mainstream provision in England.

Thorp Primary School has adopted this accessibility plan in line with the school’s special educational
needs policy and equality policy with the aim of ensuring that our school is socially and academically
inclusive, that all pupils have access to a full curriculum, and that all pupils are appropriately
challenged.

This accessibility plan forms part of the school’s approach to meeting the needs of all our pupils. The
plan should be read in conjunction with the school’s SEND policy, Equality Policy and SEN
Information Report and shall be published on the school’s website.

Our special educational needs policy outlines the school’s provision for supporting pupils with
special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), and the school’s publication of equality
information and objectives explains how we aim to ensure equal opportunities for all our students
through increased access to the curriculum, improving the physical environment at the school and
enhancing the availability of access to information, with a particular focus on students with SEND.
This accessibility plan provides an outline of how the school will manage this part of the SEND
provision.

Please refer to our Special Educational Needs Policy for an outline of our full provision to support
pupils with SEND.



The table below is based on our current assessment of accessibility for pupils with SEND. It sets out priorities across the school in several areas and the

relevant timescales for action to increase accessibility for pupils with SEND. Progress on these measures will be updated annually and reported to the Trust

Board.

Priority area - Increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the curriculum

Targets Strategies Outcome Timeframe Responsibility
Short term To develop a CPD programme Staff training requirements All teachers fully meet Termly SENDCo
to ensure staff are identified the requirements of
knowledgeable in terms of the ) ) disabled children’s needs Headteacher
needs of pupils with disabilities Code of Practice and Equality with regards to accessing
and strategies to support them. Act shared the curriculum.
Health Care professionals to
offer advice
Medium term | Appropriate use of specialised Training and advice from Develop a fully inclusive July 2025 SENDCo
equipment to benefit individual | health care professional to learning environment
Headteacher

pupils.

be followed.
Adapted seating
Sloping boards
Coloured overlays
Pen/ pencil grips
Wobble cushions

Resistance bands

with increased funding
and access to specialised
equipment for all
learners.

External agencies

Class teachers




Long term

To provide a wide range of
technology to support all
learners.

Each class has allocated
access to laptops.

I-Pads, tablets and laptops
available for SEND pupils
when required.

Audit of apps/ software
available at present.

Purchase new apps/
software if appropriate.

Reading pens.
Clicker software

Dyslexia friendly software

All children have the
opportunity to show their
strengths and cognitive
abilities using a variety of
mediums.

July 2026

SENDCo
Headteacher

IT Team from Oak
Trust

School computing
Lead

Class teachers

Priority area - Improving the physical environment of the school to enable disabled pupils to take better advantage of education, benefits, facilities
and services provided

Targets Strategies Outcome Timeframe Responsibility
Short term Ensure that all disabled pupils PEEPs completed and agreed | All staff are aware of Half termly SENDCo
can be safely evacuated with staff and parents. evacuation procedures reviewed
Headteacher

and responsibilities.

Class Teacher




Site Manager

Medium term | Audibility School will follow advice Hearing impaired children | July 2025 SENDCo
from the hearing impairment | have better access to the
Headteacher
team. spoken word.
Class Teacher
External agencies
Long term To ensure that the school and SENDCo and the Site Access for all children and | July 2026 SENDCo
grounds have appropriate Manager to complete a adults. All areas
. . . Headteacher
access for pupils, parents, walk-through school to continually monitored
visitors and the wider review disabled access to the | and maintained. Class Teacher
community. building and grounds and
identify any (further) actions Site Manger
needed.
Health and Safety
Moving and Handling advise officer from The Oak
sought and followed. Trust
Priority area - Improving the availability of accessible information to disabled pupils
Targets Strategies Outcome Timeframe Responsibility

Short term

Make available school
brochures, school newsletters
and other information for
parents in alternative formats
when specifically requested.

Review all current school
publications and promote
the availability in different
formats when specifically
requested.

All school information
available for all who
request it.

Ongoing through
the academic
year

SENDCo

Headteacher

School Admin Staff




Subject Leaders

Medium term | Review documentation with a Seek advice on alternative All school information July 2025 SENDCo
view of ensuring accessibility formats and use of IT available for all who
g . Headteacher
for pupils with visual software to produce request it.
impairment. customised materials. Class teacher

Subject leaders

Long term Raise the awareness of all SALT communication training | Awareness of target July 2026 SENDCo
adults working at the school on | for relevant staff. Other groups raised.
the importance of using a range | training as necessary. Headteacher
of communication systems All school staff

according to individual need.

This accessibility plan and the outcomes will be monitored and evaluated annually, and the plan formally updated and revised every three years to ensure
that it covers all areas of accessibility needed in the school.




