Knowledge Mat
How much do you know about European countries?

Subject Specific Vocabulary
Population

Sticky Knowledge

The total number of people living in a country, city or area

Capital City

The city where the government is located

Tourist

A person who travels to a place for pleasure or to explore

Landlocked

A country whose border has no access to sea

Grid reference

Numbers and letters along the edges of a map to help
locate places

Land-use

What the land in a certain area is used for

Rural

Within a town or city

Suburban

On the outside of a town or city

Equator

an imaginary line around the middle of a planet halfway
between the North Pole and the South Pole, at 0 degrees
latitude.

Norther Hemisphere

the half of Earth that is north of the Equator

Southern Hemisphere

the half of Earth that is south of the Equator

Climate Zone

The weather changes in different parts of the world.
Where there are similar weather patterns this is known as
a climate.

Topographical

Topography describes the physical features of an area of
land. These features typically include natural formations
such as mountains, rivers, lakes, and valleys.

Human features

Human features like houses, roads and bridges are things
that have been built by people.

Physical features

Physical features like seas, mountains and rivers are
natural. They would be here even if there were no people
around.

There are 44 countries in Europe. A small number of countries on the continent are
transcontinental, meaning they are considered to be a part of both Europe and Asia.
Moscow, in Russia, is the largest city (not including transcontinental cities) with more than
12 million inhabitants. Human and physical features are things that you can see all around
you. Physical features like seas, mountains and rivers are natural. They would be here even
if there were no people around. Human features like houses, roads and bridges are things
that have been built by people. Know the names of at least 8 countries and be able to locate
them.

Key Knowledge
Europe is a continent located entirely in the northern hemisphere, and mostly in the eastern
hemisphere. Despite being the 2nd smallest continent by area (covering 10.2 million km²) it
is the 3rd most populous continent in the world – with a population of about 743 million
people (about 10% of the world’s population). Europe largely rests on the same landmass as
Asia, separated by the Ural Mountains and the Caspian Sea. The European climate is affected
by warm Atlantic currents.
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Key Knowledge

Reading Recommendations

Aspirations
Travel consultant, geography teacher,
tour operator , tourist guide
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